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The Agro -Tourism Round Table  featured the following speakers:  Mrs. Ena Harvey 

(IICA Hemispheric Specialist in Agro -tourism) , Mr. Robert Sands (BHA), Mr. Don 

Major (BAIC), Mr. Les lie Minns, Chef Keshlah Smith and Rosemary Parkinson. It 

was held at Choices Restaurant, Culinary & Hospitality Management Institute 

(CHMI), COB  on Thursday 10 September, 2009 from 8:30am ɬ 6:00pm. 

Mr. Major spoke about the linkages between Agriculture and  Tourism and what 

BAIC is doing to encourage this: Leasing land for agricultural use to encourage 

more Bahamians to grow more; using more local items in the hotels for the tourist 

to taste; encouraging more food processing (with good packaging) / manufactu ring 

via training; and ×ÙÖÔÖÛÐÕÎɯɁÉÜàɯ!ÈÏÈÔÐÈÕɂɯÍÖÙɯÛÖÜÙÐÚÛÚɯÈÕËɯÓÖÊÈÓÚȮɯÛÏÙÖÜÎÏɯÛÙÈËÌɯ

shows/fairs (BahamArts Festival). 

,Ùȭɯ1ÖÉÌÙÛɯɁ2ÈÕËàɂɯ2ÈÕËÚɯÚ×ÖÒÌɯÖÕɯÛÏÌɯÊÖÕÛÐÕÜÌËɯÚÜ××ÖÙÛɯÛÏÈÛɯ!' ɯÞÐÓÓɯÎÐÝÌɯÝÐÈɯ

the STEMM project to linking buyers and suppliers togeth er: 100% of local hotels in 

the Spend Study indicated an interest to purchase local goods/services; tourists 

want local products because they are perceived as healthier and fresher; there are 

ÚÜ××ÓàɯÈÕËɯËÌÔÈÕËɯÊÏÈÓÓÌÕÎÌÚɯȹÛÏÌɯÚÐßɯ"ɀÚȺȯɯÊÖÕÚÐÚÛÌÕÊàɯÐÕɯÈÝÈÐÓability, 

contingency (have a plan when crops are out of season), communication, 

coordination, consistency in quality, competitive pricing; and communication is the 

most important of the group: move from talk into action.  

Continued on page 6 

 

 

WEõRE ON THE WEB, WWW.IICA.INT /B AHAMAS 
 

IICA Bahamas  

Today  

 
3ÈÚÛÌɯÛÏÌɯ2ÈÓÈËȱ 

 

 
Chef Keshlah Smith sampling  

her unique  salad with customers 

 

 

Salad Demonstration: Chef Keshlah Smith at DK Clubhouse Bistro (Mel-don Plaza Mackey St.) accepted the 

challenge to create a salad from our own homegrown, fresh ingredients.  The salad was great and the blend 

one of her own creations! The Lettuce was provided by Lucayan Tropical , carrots and mangoes (created the 

ÚÈÓÈËɯËÙÌÚÚÐÕÎȺɯÍÙÖÔɯÏÌÙɯÎÙÈÕËÔÖÛÏÌÙɀÚɯÉÈÊÒàÈÙËɯÈÕËɯÚÞÌÌÛɯ×Ì××ÌÙÚɯÍÙÖÔɯ ÕËÙÖÚȭɯ3ÏÈÕÒÚɯ"ÏÌÍɯ2ÔÐÛÏɯɬ we 

look forward to more interesting local product combinations!!  
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2nd  Forum for Young Leaders in Agriculture : 
 

 

Young people from 34 countries attended Hemispheric Forum on Leadership in Agriculture , San Jose, Costa 

Rica, September, 2009 (IICA). The Forum was held at the headquarters of the Inter-American Institute for 

Cooperation on Agriculture (IICA), located in Costa Rica, from September 7 to September 11. This is the second 

edition of this initiative. I t was sponsored by the Institute and promotes the development of leaders with a 

global vision and offers young people involved in agriculture and rural life an opportunity learn more about 

global issues.   

 

The experience of Mr. Raynard Burnside, Bahamas:  During my attendance at the II Forum for Young Leade rs 

in Agriculture, I was reminded of two most importan t value-base skills as a leader: humility and honesty. I 

learnt that as a young leader, practicing  humility and honesty strengthens my character and a llows me to be an 

effective leader. 

 

Moreover, I received a one-day practical training in teamwork. This has helped me to see that as a leader 

I need to be a team player. Through the exercises that were conducted I learnt that as an individual, everyone 

has strengths and weaknesses. I was able to indentify my own strengths and weaknesses along with other 

teammates. However, this should not hinder us, because I observed that working as a team, every teammate has 

a vital role to play in getting the work compl eted. I learnt how to overcome my fears that I am faced with and 

how to help and encourage my fellow teammates to overcome their fears too. 

 

Through this forum I was inform ed of many critical challenges we face in the hemisphere, in the 

agricultural sector . I was involved in problem -solving methodologies and life sharing experiences with other 

participants th roughout the hemisphere and was able to discuss and exchange ideas.  Overall the forum has left 

me with the encouragement and motivation to commit posi tively to the contribution towards the d evelopment 

and sustainability of  the agricultural sector in the Bahamas. 

 
 

Agriculture Think Tank : 

Over the past year, the Bahamas National Youth Council (BNYC) has 

seen a lot of potential amongst young Bahamians to assist in the 

diversification and improvement of our economy. We have heard the 

constant charge from young people to move towards exploring better 

means of sustaining our economy by venturing into other industries 

such our Agricultural Industry.   BNYC partnered with We are the 

Future and the Bahamas Agriculture Forum for You th (BAFY) to host 

the think tank this August to discuss various possibilities in the 

Agricultural  Industry . The first two topics discussed were: Diversifying 

the Bahamian economy with Agriculture  and Creating new Cottage 

Industry with Value -added products (e.g. juice, jam, sauces, ham 

roasted with native woods) .  In September the Think Tank discussed the 

topic of Buy Bahamian and in October will discuss what SPS is all 

about. 

 

 

Photo by Dahalia Smith  
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The first activity was a visit to Abaco Neem. This is an operation which includes a 120 acre neem farm which 

was established seventeen years ago and a small processing plant which produces several neem based products.  

The team travelled to the family island of Abaco to meet with the owners of Abaco N eem and to conduct a GAP 

assessment of the farm and the processing operation aimed at highlighting good practices and to offer advice 

for improvement.  Several farmers from Abaco were present for this activity. At the end of the tour there was a 

discussion which proved to beneficial for both the owners of Abaco Neem and the other farmers who were 

present. The good practices were shared and advice was given for improvement.  

 

During the week of August 10 -14 the Plant Health PVS (Performance, Vision, and Strategy) tool was applied. 

The process involved meeting with a wide cross section of public sector personnel from the Ministry of 

Agriculture (Plant Health and Animal Health), the Ministry of Health and the Bahamas Agricultural and 

Industrial Corporation (BAI C). There was also significant participation from the private sector including 

farmers, members of BAPA and nursery operators. The activity was also supported by members of the SPS 

Committee.  

 

Information was gathered using the PVS tool and a summary repo rt of the findings was prepared and 

presented at the Common Vision Session which was held at the end of the week. In attendance were persons 

from the various entities that were interviewed earlier in the week. The findings were discussed and strategies 

and recommendations for improving the Plant Health system in the Bahamas were put forward.  

A final report of the implementation of the PVS including the strategies and recommendations will be 

submitted to the country Representative for delivery to the Minist ry. The week ended with a tour of two small 

ÍÈÙÔÚɯÖÕɯ-ÌÞɯ/ÙÖÝÐËÌÕÊÌȯɯ"ÈÙÌàɀÚɯ,ÈÕÎÖɯÍÈÙÔɯÈÕËɯÛÏÌɯ#ÈÝÐÚɀɯÔÐßÌËɯÍÈÙÔȭɯ 

   Mr. Davis at the Farm. 

Plant Health PVS/CVS with Carol Thomas : 

 

Basic Accounting with The Bahamas Development Bank:  

   
Thank you to all our participants, keep with good accounting practices!  
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Miss Universe in the Bahamas 2009 
 
The Bahamas was the host of the Miss Universe pageant this summer (August 
23, 2009) at the Atlantis Resort on Paradise Island.  The 70+ contestants visited 
Harbour Island, Exuma, Bimini, Cat Island, Abaco and Grand Bahama.  Check 
out the Eleutheran News ( http://www.eleutheranews.com/local/531.html ) for 
more photos of the contestants traveling to Habour Island.  
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

Events for the third  quarter:  

July 2/3 ð Grand Bahama Cooperative Society Planning Workshop  

July 10 ð Bahamas Independence Holiday  

July 15 -  Salad Demo @ DK Clubhouse Bistro  

July 16 ð Basic Accounting and Record Keeping training  

July 27/31 ð Bahamas Library Service Orientation & Training Session  

August 7 ð Abaco Neem GAPõs Tour 

August 10/14 ð Carol Thomas (PVS/CV S) 

August 14 ð Team visit to Careyõs Farm/Davisõ Farm 

August 17/21 ð Agriculture Teacherõs Workshop @ Library 

August 18/21 ð IICA Representativeõs Week in Costa Rica 

August 23 ð Miss Universe @ Atlantis  

August 27 ð Agriculture Think Tank (BAFY/BNYC)  

August  31 ð Back- 2- School  

September 1 ð Poster Contest launched  

September 7/11 ð 2nd  Forum for Young Leaders in Agriculture, Costa Rica  

September 10 ð Agro - tourism Round Table (BAPA)  

September 24 ð Agriculture Think Tank (BAFY/BNYC)  

September 28/29 ð Caribbean B iotechnology Meeting in St. Vincent & the Grenadines  

 

http://www.eleutheranews.com/local/531.html
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     Nick Miaoulis , a native Bahamian who founded and is the proprietor of Abaco Neem, was introduced to 

neem by Mr. John Conrick, the President of the Neem Association, at a botanical show in Gainesville, Florida 

in early 1993. He then did further research on neem through the University of Florida.   He was immediately 

attracted to the plant's ability to help control high blood pressure and diabetes, two diseases common in his 

family and prevalent in The Bahamas. In February of 1994 Mr. Miaoulis acquired 120 acres of land near 

Casuarina Point, 14 miles south of Marsh Harbour, and established a neem farm comprised of 7500 trees. 

THE NEEM TREE 

 

Native to India and family to the mahogany tree, the neem tree is very well suited to the Bahamas.   A beautiful 

evergreen, producing edible fruit after 3 ɬ 4 years, neem is effective as an insect repellent effective against over 

200 insect species including sand flies and mosquitoes.  Schools, communities, churches and developers are 

encouraged in the planting of neem trees in all public places as it puts more nutrients back into the soil than it 

takes out.  It only requires 18 inches of rain a year and is wind and salt tolerant.  I t is naturally anti -bacterial, 

anti-viral and anti -fungal; contributing to the healthca re of the community and it helps keep the environment 

clean and cools air space. 
 

For more information, plea se check out their website at: http://www.abaconeem.com/  

 

 
 

Abaco Neem 

P.O. Box AB 20317 

Marsh Harbour, Abaco, Bahamas  

Phone: (242) 367-4117 * Fax: (242) 367-4118 

Abaco Neem : 
 

 
 

 
 

http://www.abaconeem.com/thefarm.html
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Agro -Tourism Round Table, continued:  
 
Some of the main points from the featured presentation done by Mrs. Ena Harvey: Gave the example of 
Maurice Fahey and Guerrero (Hyatt in Trinidad and Tobago); meet the food and entertainment needs 

of the community and the tourists; authentic experiences in rural communities celebrating rural life 

and creating economic opportunities based on culture, heritage and environment; successful 

linkage between the hotels and farmers: e.g. Sandals; value-added products for the hotels and 

tourists: e.g. Hot Sauce, Banana chips; and the Way Forward Actions for Sustaina bility : 

Formation of Farmers  ͍"ÖÖ×ÌÙÈÛÐÝÌɂȮɯInstallation of packing house facility , Establishment of a seedling 

nursery, Implementation of an efficient delivery service  and Establishment of input supply shop . 

 

Highlights from the presentation done by Mr. MÉÎÎÓȡ 4ÏÕÒÉÓÍ ÖÓȢ ÁÇÒÉÃÕÌÔÕÒÅȭÓ ÃÏÎÔÒÉÂÕÔÉÏÎ ÔÏ ÔÈÅ 
National GDP; areas of agriculture that have the most potential: crops, poultry, red meat, honey, 
ornamental, cascarilla; linking agriculture with tourism: size of the local market and the tourist 

market; land resources; decrease in the amount of persons participating in the sector; the crop 

profile has expanded to include 108 crops; total food bill around $467M; described the survey that 

was done and showed the ranking of the crops; highlighted the market  problems and concerns 

and some solutions for the issues; and crop recommendations given: top 30 listing. 

 

Chef Smith spoke on her experience with the salad demo and the products she constantly sources 

locally.  
 
Rosemary is the Resident Manager of Country Resort, Norman Manley Boulevard in Negril where she 
lives, paints, tries her hand at photography and writes 
 
 
  

Ɉ Spoke on her experiences travelling and seeing Caribbean influence in food around the 

globe 

Ɉ Example in Europe of Jerk Chicken produced in Europe 

Ɉ Encouraged to document our local foods and produce for tourist consumption 
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Agriculture Teacher ɀs Workshop:  

 
 
 
 

 

Agri -Tourism Roundtable Photo Gallery:  
 

  
  

 
 

  
  
  

Thanks goes out to Mr. Hamlin Newbold and his excited group of Agriculture Teachers! 


